
Dear First Friends Supporter, 

Recently, I’ve been thinking a lot about borders—where they exist, and how they work to shape our lives.
In a recent conversation after a film screening, something stayed with me. Not the idea that the border is everywhere—
unfortunately, that reality is not new—but what it demands of us. If the border is everywhere, then so must our solidarity.
At First Friends, that solidarity lives in the volunteers, advocates, supporters, and donors who refuse to let the border
define the limits of care. They are the people who show up anyway.

I’ve seen that truth come to life this past year. I’ve seen it outside Delaney Hall, where volunteers continue to accompany
people through detention with consistency and compassion. I’ve seen it in the new faces joining this work, in the
communities organizing fundraisers, in the steady expansion of what it means to show up for one another.

I felt it personally during a recent accompaniment, when I spent time with someone from my parents’ home country.
After his appointment, we sat together over café con leche and talked about his life. There was an ease to that moment, a
comfort. Hearing his accent in Spanish felt like home to me. In the middle of everything this system tries to take away,
that kind of connection still exists. It reminded me why this work matters.

This past year has brought more open hostility, more fear, and more chaos for the people we walk alongside. But it has
also made something else undeniable: people are stepping up in bigger ways. They are learning, organizing, giving, and
showing up with consistency and care. Our community is growing—not just in numbers, but in commitment and power.

If the systems we’re up against are expanding, then our response must expand too. Through First Friends, that response
looks like people choosing to stand alongside their neighbors, to defend dignity in the face of cruelty, and to build
something different together.

We cannot do that without you. Your support sustains this work, strengthens this community, and ensures that no one
has to navigate this system alone. Please make a gift today using the enclosed envelope or by visiting
firstfriendsnjny.org.

This is how we meet this moment. 

In solidarity, 
Katy Sastre 
Executive Director 

Our Mission and Vision

A Message from our Executive Director
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Our Mission

First Friends of New Jersey and New York upholds the inherent dignity and humanity of immigrants who are

impacted by the immigration enforcement system. We provide compassion and hope through connections with

volunteers dedicated to helping them survive detention, gain freedom, and rebuild their lives.

Our Vision

A society where immigrants are welcomed, valued, and empowered.

Katy speaking at Nov 8th rally in Jersey City, NJ.
Photo credit: New Jersey Alliance for Immigrant Justice

Impact Report 2025 

https://firstfriendsnjny.org/


25 immigration bonds
paid or contributed to for
detained Friends, freeing
them from detention to

fight their cases 
from home

82 detained individuals
received phone funding,

allowing them to stay
connected to 

loved ones

36 individuals were
accompanied to

their immigration
court hearing or

ICE check-in

33 advocacy and
community engagement

events to amplify our
Friends' voices and
advance immigrant

justice

25 individuals were
picked up and

transported home
from local detention

centers by First 
Friends volunteers

8 support letters
provided for Friends to

show community
support during

immigration
proceedings

425 deposits into
detained Friends’

commissary accounts,
enabling them to

supplement their diets
and purchase personal

hygiene supplies
 and stationery

236+ immigrants and
their families received

referrals to other services
through our dedicated

hotline

32 detained Friends
paired with volunteers
across our pen-pal and

virtual visitation
programs

5 families were provided
rental assistance, helping

alleviate immediate
financial pressures

First Friends’ 2025
Programmatic Impact
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62 families were provided
gift card assistance,
providing immediate

support for groceries and
other essentials



Thank you to our volunteers! 03

Volunteers outside Delaney Hall, July 2025 First Friends volunteers at Spring Fest, 
April 2025

Volunteers at
Friendsgiving &

commissary
party, November

2025

Volunteers outside Delaney Hall on Mother’s
Day, May 2025

Volunteers
outside

Delaney Hall,
June 2025

Volunteers and board members at
Friendsgiving, November 2025

Photographer
and First
Friends

Volunteer
Justin

 John, 2024
Volunteer of

the Year,
speaking at
Spring Fest

2025
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Thank you for your extraordinary generosity in support of our immigrant Friends.

$100,000 and ABOVE
Tides Center, Community

   Justice Exchange

2025 Income (in thousands) 2025 Expenses (in thousands)

Total: $521.14 Total: $470.73

$25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous

Foundation Source

Hudson Lutheran Charity

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous

Andrew Bein

Anna Norton

Riverside Church

The Palmagranite

   Foundation

Dorothy Wetzel

Sarah Bishop

Han and Afina Broekman

Butler Family Fund

Maxwell Calbick

Elizabeth Cohen

Community of The

   Sisters of St. Dominic

Carol Conger

Marion Costanza

Ruby Cribbin

David St. George Outreach

   Endowment Committee,

   St. Peter’s Episcopal

   Church

Amy Dell

Joseph Dirr and Linda

   Capuano

Dominican Sisters of Hope

Ellen Melamed Tikkun

   Olam Justice Fund for a

   Feminist Future

Episcopal Church of St.

   James

Rev. Mary Forell-Davis

Sr. Susan Francois

French Church of Saint

   Esprit

Oscar Gerster

Lee and Glenda Haase

Rev. Will and Lorna Henkel

Wegard Holby

Giselle Holloway

Bernard Josefsberg

Mary Beth Jowers

Jennifer Knight

Walter Korfmacher

Carrie Marker

MaryAnn McCarthy

Myra Miller

$1,000 - $4,999
Robert Adams

Benjamin Applegate

Beacon Immigrant

   Justice Team

Charlotte Bennett Schoen

Bergen County Ethical

   Culture Society

Shannon Moffett

Becky Morrison

Linda Oppenheim & Robert Karp

Nancy Pasley

Jeffrey Plaut

Barbara and Harry Purnell

Sr. Luella Ramm, O.P.

David Rankin

Ellen Ray

Jamie Russell

Dalichi Sankyo

Mary Beth Scherer

Kenneth Shirley

Sisters of St. Joseph of

   Peace, Generalate

Kristi Soutar

Sparta United Methodist Church

St. Francis Xavier Church

St. George’s Episcopal

   Church Outreach Comm

Nancy Taiani

Joseph VanDeWeert

Ellen Walsh

$500 - $999
Sarah Bodnar

Cory Booker

John Codd

Emily Dawson

Edward Dawson

Matthew Dell

Robert Donohue

Mary Anne Ford

Christopher Greene

Lili Hartman

Lynn Robertson Hotz

Mark Katz

Lynda Kresge

Jennifer Laird

Norman and Janice Levin

Doreen and Adrian Lobo

Luanne McGrain and Eric Brauer

Charles Natt

Paula Rogovin

Andrea Savage & Aaron Abramovitz

Brian and Gail Scanlan

Louise Schwartz

William Slezak

Joanne Smith

Randi and Murray Spiegel

Nancy Taiani

Sarah Townley

Audrey Truschke

Courtney Walker

Anita Young

$200 - $499
Beryl Abrams

Joseph Attamante

Mark and Gay Bayarsky

Jozette Belmont

Benedictine Sisters of Balto

Ulla Berg

Steven Bernhaut

Aislinn Black

Rebecca Blair

Adam Boffa

Ellen Boylan

Charles Carreras and

   Paula Tedesco

Church of the Precious

   Blood

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous

Delett-Hatch Charitable

   Fund

Gulf Coast Community

   Foundation

Mary Ann Munson

Rutgers Presbyterian

   Church Giving Network

United Methodists of

   Greater NJ



$100 - $199
Marianne Avery

Ms. Mary Ann Bahnsen

Alison Bardsley

Edna Berkovits

Laura Bini

Eileen Bird

Sr. Deborah Blow, OP

Wendy Byrne

Central Unitarian Church

   Social Action Committee

Frances Chase

Blue Chevigny

Claudia Cohen

Frances Connell

Claire Cooney

Kathleen Cosgrove

Ryan Cruz

Patricia DeMarco-Rowe

Gail Donner

Rhonda Eisenberg

Karen Eisenberg

Allison Eyres

Heather Farr

Lynda Feld

Mitchell Feldman

Casey Ferrante

Adina Fiber

William Fitts

Sr. Stephanie Frenette

Stacey Garrett

Mary Geraghty

Susan and Steven Gold

Lois Goldrich

Kaitlyn Gonzalez

Tom and Carol Graham

Natalie Grammer

Linda Grant

Diana and Edward Greene

Naomi Grobstein

Kathleen Heim

Ariana Hellerman

Robert Hespe

Robin Isserles

Gail Jaffe

Lindsay Jawor

Luis Fernando Jimenez

Junior Women’s Club of Arlington

Yana Kane-Esrig

Amy Kantrowitz

Patricia Kelleher

Thomas Kelly

Taziah Kenney

Mary Koser

Jennifer Kulkarni

Mr. Marijus Kuzavas

Paulos Lemma

Haninah Levine

Michaelene Loughlin

Holly and Charlie Low

Dawilla Madsen

Alice Mairs

Anjelica Mantikas

Narita Maraj

Sr. Justine Marcucci

Martin Luther King

   Birthday Committee

Michael Martins

Andra Marx

Caryn Maxim

Sr. Danelle McCarthy

Mary McDevitt

Mary McDw

Barbara McFarquhar

James and Lindsay McHugh

Ghenesis Mendez

Janet Mendez

Amy Miano

Catherine Milne and Matthew Bloom

Blanca Molina

Patrick Montesano and 

   Mary Mannix

Daniel Morrison

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Mulligan

Kara Murphy

Charlie Neiss

Leslie Neve

Rev. Margaret Niederer

Mollie O’Reilly

John and Laura Otchy

Christina Parisi

PeaceWorks

Rev. Joyce Phipps

Christopher Rapicano

Ms. Catherine Renga

Sarah Richards

Gillian Rosheuvel

Steven Ross

Jayne Rubenfeld

D. Jill Savitt

Tanya Seluga

Susan Shah

Jeanne Shapiro Freiman

Edward Silver

Jonathan Simmons

Susan Sing

Sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth

Raven Smith

Elizabeth Sorrell

Jeffrey Stein

Richard Stern

Lina Suh

Anne Swanson

Michael Tofte

Isabelle and Bill Van Sickell

Karol Vanwulfen

Jennifer Vinopal

Mary Watkins

Samantha Wong

Elizabeth Yaegur

Bennet Zurofsky

Dominican Sisters of Hope

Jane Akeret

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Laura Cisar

Elaine Cohen

Community of Bread and Justice

Jason Cone

Connelly Family

Margaret Conte

Jose Contreras

John Curry

Lauren Daley

Rachel Danzing

Nilene Evans

Theodore Fetter

Richard Fields

Thomas Finn

Susan Forman

Cynthia Galeota

Diane Geary

Alexandra Goncalves

Kristine Gordon

Sarah Green

Matthew Hirsch

Laird Holby

Michael and Amy Ipp

David Jimenez

Pamela Jones

Maria Juega

Hannah Juliano

Virginia Kaiser

Ajay Kaisth

Maya Kaisth

Mary Jane Karp

Cassandra Kingsbury

Genevieve Knapp

Frank Lancellotti

Antoinette Levin

Howard Levine

Timothy Lindner

Yolanda Lorenz

Robert Mayans

Peter and Lynn Mayer

Kathleen McMillan

Meadowlands District

   UMW

Ira Mendelsberg

Therese Mierswa

Susan Morrison

Charles and Geri Mulligan

Tara Murphy

Karen Nerfli Hauss

Susan Nowelsky

Tom and Kathleen O’Leary

Anne Louise Oates

Louise Oates

Ellen and Michael Parker

Heather Plotkin

Karima Popatia

Presbyterian Church in Leonia

Kelly Quinn

Paula Radding

Lianna Reagan

Donald and Judith Richards

Nechama Ross

Bernard Rous

Nina Russo

Benedda Sabino

Patricia Santoro

Danica Schreiner

Mindy Schwartz-Brown

Ellen Segarra

Sharon Sheridan Hausman

Rachel Siamon

Shana Siegel

Sisters of Christian Charity

Erik Solberg

Barbara Sprung

Rev. Eugene Squeo

Hunt and Margaret Stockwell

Flora Sugarman

Abigail Sugarman

Emily Terzano

Michael Tierney

United Methodist Church Eastern 

   PA Conf

Nina Valmonte

A Very Social Life 

Mr. and Mrs. Will  Klemperer

Lindy Washburn

William Westerman

Arthur and Judy Winter

John Zamboni

Lilian Zwyns

First Friends staff -
Samantha, Danielle, and

Katy
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First Friends Board President John
and Program Coordinator

Samantha at Friendsgiving 2025



$50 - $99
Bella August

Diane Barnes

Thomas Bauer

Jolene Baxter

Amir and Martha Behman

Rebecca Bendeand

J. Russell Bley

Carol Cohen

Arnold Cohen

William Coley

Joseph Colicchio

Michael Constantino

Maureen Cooke

Michael Costantino

Rev. J. Rodriquez Craig

Sarah Cunningham

Amanda Curran

Kate Davidson

Nancy Davies

Cara Davis

Becky DelGuercio

Thomas DiPaolo

Mary Early-Zald

Emma Faletti

Fula Flute

Jeanne Fortin

Madeline Fuccile

Joseph Gallegos

Sherri Goldman

Jeri Goodman

Clara Haignere

Bridget Hamill

Debra Hanley

Christee Hemphill

Lashae Horne

Eric Kabel

Abigail Kane

Shelli Katz

Rachel Kempster

Sue Kenney

Hannah Kilday

Julie Kyritz

Claire Lancaster

Alan Levy

William Lowry

Marina Lugovoy

Catherine Luu

Annette Machac

Richard and Cheryl Malone

Marjorie Marcus

Dolores Martin

Megan Martinez

Sr. Emily Masse, OP

Catherine McCann

Geraldine Meagher

Leanmarie Miltar

Mr. and Mrs. John Mitko

Iv Mo

Brando Mora

Laura Morowitz

JiaYi Ni

Ellen O’Rourke

Rafael Orellana

Andrea Ouida

Melissa Pavese

John Peebles

Dorothy Gioseffi

Tara Halpern

Robert Harmon

Edward Henkel

Sr. Elizabeth Holler

Rosemary Hurley

Isabella Josephson

Jennifer Kaari

Nadia Kalman

Matthew Kelly

Sr. de Montfort

   Kinchellagh

Tom and Marguerite Kitz

Amber Koonce

Valyrie Laedlein

Diane Lagatutta

Oneida Laws

Eleanor Stacy Le Melle

Kara Lombard

Ruth Lowenkron

Fatiha Makloufi

Susan Maley

Judy Manton

Bill Mark

William Mark

Danielle Martin

Margie McFadden

Kat McGuire

Ann McHale

Joanne Mitchell-George

Michael Monescalchi

Megan Moore

Anne Moore

Reeha Narayan

Nelda Nelson-Eaton

Patricia Nolan

Catherine O’Rorke

Linda Ocasio

Sr. Gloria Oehl

Sko Orbach

Mikailah Padawer-Curry

Autumn Pamperin

Vraj Patel

Nicole Pivnick

Eileen Rafferty

Saray Ramos

Lisa Rode

Helaine Rosen

Emily Rosenblum

Suzanne Ryan

Bea Sabino

Paige Saiki

Rosa Santana

Karisa Senavitis

Shrewsbury Quaker Mtg

Anita Skolnick

Daniel Somers

Rolf Sturn

Patricia Sullivan

Sr. Joan Sullivan

Patricia Swanton

Joan Tiedrich

Bruce Tischler

Sr. Alice Uhl

Mary Walden

Jenna Williamson

Alfred Wright

Eleanor Yasgur

Karina Yucel

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
Gina Pensiero

Theodore and Allison Pishko

Deborah Pivnick

Carlos Quintero

Margot Radding

Uma Radhakrishnan

Roland and Una Ratmeyer

Magali Regis

Msgr. William Reilly

Martha Reiner

Vivian Reyes-Mendez

Suzanne Roach

Judy Rogers

Melanie Rosete

Madeline Ross

Alan Saltzman

Patricia Saul

Claudia Schellenberg

Rhoda Schlamm

Richard Scott

Elizabeth Segal

Nancy Senzon

Jane Silver

Mr. and Mrs. William Solow

Judith Springer

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church

St. Thomas Moore Church

Jennifer Stemmermann

Elizabeth Surles

Mr. and Mrs. James Sweeney

Paul Szeto

Emily Thornton

Rosemary Topar

Alexandra Torres

Michael Torres

Diane Tremper

Peter Valentini

Niccolo Walsh

Shira Wisotsky

Lisa Zittis

Volunteer Manager Danielle
& guest at Friendsgiving

2025
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$1 - $49
Amanda Abene

Rosemary Arena

Mark Arnowitz

Richard and Julie Askins

Stefanie Barnes Wynne

Jo Ann Bartlett

Lee-Ann Baxmeyer

Zoe Beloff

Patricia Bender

Ilans Berkman

William Berry

Hannah Broholm-Vail

Stephanie Calondis Geiger

Abigail Caparros-Janto

Izabella Cerqueria

Georganne D’Angelo

Jessica Dunlap

Deborah Durand

Sarah Dziekan

Jennifer Eisemann

Julia Falcone

Naomi Fassler

Kalliope Gallotte

Sarah Galo

Deborah Garfinkle

Maria Geiselhart

First Friends goes to Trenton -
March 2025
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"I am so grateful to First Friends for continuing
to uphold the inherent humanity of immigrants
while the rest of the country has lost its heart."

- Amy, volunteer of the year

First Friends Staff 

Katy Sastre
Executive Director

Samantha Wong
Program Coordinator

ksastre@firstfriendsnjny.org swong@firstfriendsnjny.org

Danielle Cowan
Volunteer Manager
dcowan@firstfriendsnjny.org

FIRST FRIENDS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Edwin Koi

Meaghan Tuohey

David Jimenez

Giselle Holloway

Ernest Francois Rosa Santana

Ulla Berg

Dorothy Wetzel

Bill Westerman Vice President

Rachel Siamon Treasurer

Alexandra Goncalves-Pena Secretary

John Curry President



MESSAGES FROM FRIENDS 

“It is with great emotion that I am writing you this letter following your gesture of love and
high consideration…Your gesture is of great value to me because without knowing me, you
have shown that there are people who still have generous hearts…” – Detained Friend who

was able to reconnect with his wife and children after 7 months because of First Friends
phone funding

“Thank you very much once again. I have no words to describe the gratitude I feel for all of
you.” – Sister of a Friend who First Friends bonded out of detention and helped get home

from Louisiana to New Jersey

“I truly appreciate the care, thoughtfulness, and attention you and your team have shown
during this incredibly difficult time for our family. Your support means more than words

can express.” – Partner of a detained Friend whose family received rental and grocery
assistance from First Friends
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