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2023 Impact

First Friends volunteers, staff, and Friends at our 2023 Volunteer Picnic
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A Message from our Executive Director - May 2024

Dear First Friends Supporter,

Last month, | was in a First Friends volunteer training when a previously detained Friend talked about the impact that
visitation had on his life. He said he would notice a difference in treatment from the guards based on whether or not he
had a visitor, and he credits First Friends with connecting him with those visitors. Last year at a conference held by
Rutgers University about the history and future of the Elizabeth Detention Center, one of the founders of First Friends
asked us to understand detention visitation as a form of “incremental activism”, and | really believe that is what each
of our volunteers is doing. Visitation is a way for us to demonstrate care for the people inside those detention centers
who are so regularly dehumanized as well as a way to show immigration enforcement agents that we're paying
attention.

To that end, we have committed to redoubling our efforts to support detained immigrants in this coming year. The First
Friends team has implemented monthly training sessions with volunteers to ensure that we are meeting the needs of
Friends where they are. I’'m thrilled to report that we’ve restarted in-person visitation and continue to support virtual
visitation across regional detention centers, with plans to continue recruiting additional volunteers. This is particularly
important right now given a recent judicial order which will allow another private prison company to open a new
immigration detention center in the state of New Jersey until the current legal case concerning detention fully makes
its way through the courts. Unfortunately, in the lead-up to this year’s presidential election, we're likely to see an

escalation of immigration enforcement and xenophobic policies as politicians seek to appeal to a growing anti-
immigrant sentiment across the country. In the face of this, it's up to organizations like First Friends and our allies to
create and uplift a counter-narrative. While people in power continue to stoke fear about immigration, we know that
immigrants make our communities stronger and more vibrant.

I hope you enjoy reading through all that we were able to accomplish together in 2023, and that you’ll join us as we
build on this work in 2024. We can’t provide the support we do without you, so we hope that you’ll consider making
your gift today by going to firstfriendsnjny.org. Thank you for your continued support and generosity.

With gratitude,

Katy Sastre
Executive Director

Our Mission and Vision
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279 deposits into
detained Friends’
commissary accounts,
enabling them to
supplement their diets
and purchase personal
hygiene supplies and
stationery

2 immigrant families
were provided with
temporary housing

S

20+ community and
volunteer engagement
events, including
meetings with community
partners, vigils, rallies,
and marches to advocate
for immigrants impacted
by the immigration
enforcement system

5 immigration bonds paid
for detained Friends,
freeing them from
detention to return to or
settle into new
communities as they
awaited the outcome of
their immigration cases

¥

22 individuals and
families received rental
assistance

200+ newly-arrived
immigrants received
referrals to other services
through our dedicated
hotline

(D

71 individuals and families
(approximately 230 people
total) received gift cards for
food and other emergency
needs, including medicines,
diapers, and infant formula

7 individuals were
accompanied to their
immigration court
hearing or ICE check-in

T
—
5 individuals were picked
up and transported home

from the Elizabeth
Detention Center by First
Friends volunteers




Thank you to our volunteers! 03

First Friends volunteers and Friends celebrating First Friends’ awesome volunteer, John, greeting

Friendsgiving 2023 and assisting a Friend who was released from the
EDC

First Friends volunteers and staff at a rally outside
the Elizabeth Detention Center to advocate closing
NJ’s last immigration detention center

First Friends board member Rosa Santana speaking
at the International Human Rights Day rally

Danuska, a previously detained Friend, speaking First Friends volunteers, board members, and
atarally in Trenton supporters on First Friends Food Tour



2023 Financials

2023 Income (in thousands) 2023 Expenses (in thousands)

@ Detained Friend Assistance: $46.34

@ Individuals: 14473
@ Religious Organizations: $30.98 @ Post-Release & Non-detained
c Assistance: $99.33
Foundations: 3830
@ Grants: $26.5 Immigration Bonds: $24.76

@ Advocacy: $9.24
@ MWanagement & General: $35.52
@ Administrative & Fundraising: $58.81

@ Other: $0.55

Total: $212.06

Total: $274

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

Thank you for your extraordinary generosity in support of our immigrant Friends.

$10,000 - $30,000 Marker, Carrie Kramer, Richenda Finn, Thomas

Hudson Lutheran Charity McCarthy, MaryAnn Legal Services of New Jersey Ford, Mary Anne

Munson, Mary Ann Mosley, Kathryn Lobo, Doreen Franciscan Sisters of Peace,
United I\’/Iethodists of Palmer, Archie & Lynne Mahon, Jim & Emily Marion Woods
Greater NJ Presb.yterian Churchin Martinez, Patricia Glynn, C.arol .
Unknown Donors Leonia Johnson, Chan Grobstein, Naomi
Ray, Ellen Jones, Pamela Heil, Alexander
$2,000 -$6,000 Russell, Jamie Kramer, Richenda Hotz, Lynn Robertson
Anonymous Schwartz, Louise Legal Services of New Jersey Kaiser, Virginia
David St. George Outreach Sparta United Methodist Lobo, Doreen Kane-Esrig, Yana
Endowment Committee, St. Church Mahon, Jim & Emily Kresge, Lynda
Peter’s Episcopal Church St. Francis Xavigr Church Martinez, Patricig Laedlein, \(alyrie
Fouke-Mpoyo, Carol St. George’s Episcopal Meagher, Geraldine Lancellotti, Frank
Haase, Lee & Glenda Church Natt, Charles Leatherman, Mary Grace
Harding, Charles Ford Sullivan, Gregory Paxton, John Levin, Norman & Janice
Holby, V;Iegard D. VanDeWeert, Joseph Purnell, Barbara & Harry Malinoski, Erika
Scherer, Mary Beth Walsh, Ellen Refugee & Immigration Markus, Marjorie
Von Klemperer, Will & Whole Foods Community Services Mayans, Robert
Barbara ’ Giving Program Riecke, Jon Ma)(/:er, Peterg Lynn )
Rosenwasser, Nancy McCann, Mr. & Mrs. Fran
Wetzel, Dorothy $500-$999 Scharf, Cynthia Morrison, Susan & Douglas
$1,000-$1,999 Ananian, Margarita Shaw, Evelyn Murphy, Tara
Bishop, Sarah Bennett Schoen, Charlotte Sisters of St. Joseph of Peace, Myers, Elizabeth
Broekman, Han & Afina Calbick, Maxwell Generalate Nevin Meloro, Christine
Community of the Sisters of Casey, Edward St. Mary’s Institute of Orlowicz, Charles & Pamela
St. Dominic Community of Bread & O’Fallon, Sisters of the Most Popatia, Karima
ostanza, Marion Justice Precious Blood Princeton Community
ry, John & Ruth Padawer Danzing, Rachel Taiani, Nancy Action Group
, Linda glrr, :Jc?sept;& Llndg Rapuano Young, Anita Rizzo, Mary
ominican Sisters
Associates of Caldwell, NJ $250 -$499 ESHET’BE;E;% Robert

& Martha
Donohue, Robert Adams, Robert Santoro, Patricia

Doubek, Bernadette Black, Aislinn Savage, Andrea & Aaron
Episcopal Church of St. James Codd, John Abramovitz

Franciscan Sisters of the Poor Cohen, Elaine Shizgal Stockwell, Hunt & Margaret
Harding, Ford Conte, Margaret Walters, Lidwine

Hartman, Lili Cribbin, Ruby Zuckerbraun, Myra &
Ishikura, Kumiko Della Volpe, Vincent & Phyllis Matthew

Johnson, Chan Dixon, Erica Zwyns, Lilian

Jones, Pamela Donaldson, Helen



THANK YOU TO DONORS

$101-$249

Alvares, Winsom
Andreano, James
Berman, Anne

Buntzen, Richard
Carreras, Charles & Paula
Tedesco

Christian Ministry & Service
Coakley, Sr. Christine
Daurio, Carolyn

Durand, Deborah
Eisenberg, Rhonda

Fitts, William
Forell-Davis, Rev. Mary &
Christopher Davis
Geary, Diane & Jonathan
Gradess

Gutwirth, Jacqueline
Halpin-Healy, Carolyn
Herring, Adam & Alexis
McCrossen

Hirsch, Matthew
Hoffman, Susie

Joseph, Adam & Susan
Kraham

Kalman-Hicks, Shira
Kane, Abigail

Keegan, Tracy

Kelly, Thomas
Korfmacher, Walter
Kulkarni, Jennifer
Lemley, Craig
Lowenstein, Lois
Mastrodonato, David &
Linda

McCarthy, OP, Sr. Danelle
Mendelsberg, Ira E.
Morais, Jose

Mulligan, Charles & Geri
Nowelsky, Susan

O’Neill, John

Olson, Sara

Otto, Carolyn & Harold Vine
PayPal Giving Fund
Penguin Random House
Rafii, Raha

Rebman, Scarlett

Renga, Catherine
Rosheuvel, Gillian
Schuette, Christine
Slattery, Thomas

Slezak, William

Solberg, Erik

Stovall, Natasha
Sugarman, Abigail
United Methodist Women of
Hillsdale

Washington, Harriet
Weber, Donald

Zurofsky, Bennet

$100

Ackland, Lauren
Balasia, Sr. Jacquelyn
Bayarsky, Mark & Gay
Bell, Hazel

Berg, Ulla

Bowen, Peter G.
Boylan, Ellen

Brown, Mary Beth

Brown, David

Buryk, Stephen

Byrne, Wendy

Cappiello, Cathy

Central Unitarian Church
Social Action Committee
Cesard, Mr. & Mrs. Claude
City National Bank
Community of Mindfulness
Connell, Frances

Cooney, Claire

Cruz, Ryan
DeMarco-Rowe, Patricia
Donaldson, Charlie
Donner, Gail

Ebinger, Matthias

Fallon, Pat

Faulding, Anita

Fitzpatrick, Daniel & Allison
Franciscan Sisters of Peace
Fretz, Deirdre

Geraghty, Mary

Goldberg, Susan

Gorman, Mr. & Mrs. James
Graham, Tom & Carol
Gray, Cathleen

Greene, Diana & Edward
Gross, Charlotte

Hanley, Debra

Harding, Judith

Herlocher, Tara
Hummingbird Hill Fund
Jadro, Ann

Johnston, Denis

Kenney, Sue

Keyes, Anne

Knapp, Genevieve

Kramer, Jaclyn

Kullmann, Eleonore
Kuperus, Cynthia

Lawton, Emily

Liddy, Rev. Richard

Mairs, Alice

Martin, Dolores
McFarquhar, Barbara & Lloyd
McMillan, Mr. & Mrs. John
Meadowlands District United
Methodist Women
Meyerhoff, Karen

Mierswa, Therese
Morrison, Daniel

Newman, Thomas & Suellen
Niederer, Margaret A.
Nunez del Prado, Paola
Oates, Louise

Otchy, John & Laura
Phipps, Rev. Joyce
Pivnick, Nicole
Prendergast, John
Robison, Rebecca

Ruiz, Marcia

Ruszczyk, Stephen

Scott, Mary

Sheridan Hausman, Sharon
Solow, William & Frieda
Van Liere, Janet L.

Vives, Lisa

Wren-Hardin, Andrea

$51-$99

Blow, OP, Sr. Deborah
Coll, Sr. Kay

Francis, Sr. Elizabeth
Geiselhart, Maria
Green, Regeneration
Klein, Anina

LaRue, Michele
McCann, Catherine B.
McHale, Ann
Mohamed, Abdelbasit
Morowitz, Laura
Rosen, Helaine

Russo, Sharon
Schellenberg, Claudia
Shatz, Tess

Swanton, Patricia
Tiberi, Theresa

Topar, Rosemary & Daniel
DeJager

Wallach, Ilana

$50

Bahnsen, Mary Ann

Beach, Colleen

Bender, Rebecca
Berkovitz, Edna

Blatnik, Linda

Bley, J. Russell

Brenner, Alan & Karen
Brown, Akeyla

Burke, Barbara

Carbone, Jenna

Clermont, Adrienne
Cosgrove, Kathleen
DiBella, Jennifer
Fetherston, Catherine
Finch, Kathleen

Fischberg, Gabrielle
Friedman, Paul

Fuqua, Elizabeth

Goetz, Clara

Goldrich, Lois

Hasse, Erik

Helfand, lvan

Holler, Sr. Elizabeth
Jones, Edmund

Kabel, Eric

Kikkert, Sr. Lois

Klein, Dennis & Libby
Lerner, Michelle
Lowenkron, Ruth & Hadirana
Makloufi, Fatiha

Markman, Susanne
McGarry, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis
McHugh, James Lindsay
Mellor, Barbara

Meyer, Susan

Montesano, Patrick & Mary
Mannix

Mulligan, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
Munson, Tina

Norton, Anna

Pollack, Amy

Preziosi, Mr. & Mrs. Donald
Radding, Paula

Rapicano, Christopher
Ratmeyer, Roland and Una
Reardon, Matt

Reilly, Msgr. William Mitchell-George,
Rodriquez, Jeniffer & Kyle Joanne

Craig Montes, Jennifer
Romaine, Madeline Moore, Anne
Ross, Steven Munson, Kristina

Ruta, Peter & Suzanne Nash, Ellen
Shapiro Freiman, Jeanne Nolan, Patricia
Shuffelton, Jane Oehl, Sr. Gloria

Silverstein, Elaine

Sing, Susan

Stretz, Nadege

Sullivan, Patricia
Sweeney, Mr. & Mrs. James
Theisz, Naomi
Thompsan, Jane
Thompson, Mary Jane
Van Sickell, Isabelle & Bill
Verhoff, Deborah

Ward, Sr. Mary Jo
Williams, Kimberly

Up to $49

Orellana, Rafael
Pate, Sr. Josephine
Pond, Judith

Rios, Ellen

Rogers, Judy
Rosario, Armani
Ruggiero, Mary Ann
Ryan, Suzanne
Sacks, Wendy
Schlamm, Rhoda
Schuck, Mireille
Schwert, Gillian
Seeman, Sr. Ann
Monica

Senzon, Nancy

Silk Says, Stephanie
Simon, Claire
Sisters of Mercy of the
Americas, Mid-Atlantic
Snyder, Suzanne
Sullivan, Sr. Joan
Szeto, Paul
Tiedrich, Joan
Tremper, Diane

Abinader, Geralyn
Adler, Ilene

Ahlberg, Krista
Andrada, Kristen

Arena, Rosemary
Arnowitz, Mark
Bardsley, Alison
Bartlett, Jo Ann

Baskin, Michael & Judith
Bender, Patricia

Boniface, Thomas \L/JVhll’ Sr. 21t|)§e i
Bush, Claire ' son, Abigal
. Winter, Arthur & Judy
Cassidy, Mary Ann W for p
Cohen, Carol omen for Progress

Wright, Alfred

Davila, Fabiola
Yasgur, Eleanor

DeTitta, Marie
Donofrio, James & Jane
Dougherty, Regina
Dugan, Mary

Durrani, Zia

Farber, Seth

Fay, Carol
Fitzsimmons, Bernard
Floyd, Jackie

Ford, Joseph & Marina
Foster, Mary Ann
Gallett, Peter

Garcia, G.

Gino, Elia

Giovanetti, Suzanne
Gonzalez, Francisco
Greene, Christopher
Heller, Janet

Jaffe, Gail
Kinchellagh, OP, Sr. de
Montfort

Lagatutta, Diane
Lampell, Maurice
Larkey, Frances
Laskowski, Sara

Lazar, Nina

Le Melle, Eleanor Stacy
LeGrand, Claire

Malone, Richard &amp; Cheryl
Maraj, Narita

Martini, Patricia M.
McCormick, O.P., Sr. Beth

First Friends staff Miguel and
Samantha at Friendsgiving 2023



Spring womenswear debut: Sylvian
prepares to unveil custom-designed dress
for the Newark Museum of Art’s Art Ball

I

Ensly, with his 2 daughters, 2 sons, and
visitors from Cameroon excited to
attend Friendsgiving.

. I

Mahmud, who recently became a US citizen, Hamza becomes a US citizen
with his beautiful family
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First Friends Staff

Samantha Wong
Program Associate

Katy Sastre
Executive Director

ksastre@firstfriendsnjny.org

Miguel Orea
Program Manager

morea@firstfriendsnjny.org swong@firstfriendsnjny.org

Dorothy Wetzel Board President Ulla Berg Sally Pillay
Ernest Francois Rohit Ruhella

A P . .

lexandra Pena  yjce president Zachary Holder Rosa Santana

Goncalves
Giselle Holloway = Shawn Slappy

John Curry Secretary David Jimenez Meaghan Tuohey
Edwin Koi Bill Westerman

Rachel Siamon Treasurer

“They listened to me and they gave me hope, which | badly needed at that time. From
them | began to see that there really are many good people in this country. “ - Friend
from Ghana

“l didn’t know anyone in the New York area to call and no one came to visit me. | was

feeling low and discouraged. When the cheerful volunteer from First Friends started

visiting and listening and showing interest in my situation, | began to feel some hope
again.” — Friend from India

“Today, | am most thankful that | am in America where | have a job, safety and freedom.
First friends gave me hope and compassion when | needed it most. “ - Friend from
Sierra Leone

“The love and caring compassion that First Friends showed helped me through a rough
time in a terrible place.” - Friend from Peru




